
Virginia Woolf Paper
NATURE OF THE PAPER:
This paper is a commentary
.  It will be on a passage from one of the five Woolf essays we studied in class.  The goal of your paper is to thoroughly analyze the passage you choose by analyzing carefully what appears on the page(s) of your passage AND by making thoughtful, contextual connections between your passage and the Woolf essay as a whole.  But wait!  There’s more!  Because we have studied several Woolf essays, you can/should also contextualize by referencing
 other essays.  (Hint, hint…this might be especially important with the Woodforde essays and “Grey”…).
I will be asking the following questions about your argument:

· Is the argument clear?

· Is the argument viable?

· Is the argument leading toward a conclusion about theme and judgment?

· Does the argument include careful contextualization of how the passage functions within the Woolf essay as a whole?  Compared to other Woolf essays we’ve studied?
· Is the argument laid out in a logical, point-by-point sequence?

· Does the argument analyze literary elements (techniques and patterns) IN THE PASSAGE rather than defaulting to summarization or spending too much time outside the passage?
Possible passages:

	
	Essay
	Passage

	1.
	“The Death of the Moth”
	lines 1-41 (41 lines)

	
	
	

	2.
	“The Death of the Moth”
	lines 42-76 (34 lines)

	
	
	

	3.
	“Life Itself”
	lines 46-90 (44 lines)

	
	
	

	4.
	“Life Itself”
	lines 91-130 (39 lines)

	
	
	

	5.
	“Two Parsons: James Woodforde”
	lines 113 (“But a magnifying glass is laid upon…”) TO 159 (about 46 lines)

	
	
	

	6.
	“Two Parsons: John Skinner”
	page 2, from “Nevertheless, however sordid his tasks…” (near top of page) TO “Half-crowns and soup went a very little way to remedy matters; sermons and denunciations made them perhaps even worse.” (near bottom) (about 38 lines)

	
	
	

	7.
	“Two Parsons: John Skinner”
	pages 2-3, from “The Rector found refuge from Camerton…” TO “Even the floods were mitigated if one could reflect that thus Camalodunum must have looked in the time of the Britons.” (end of paragraph) (38 lines)

	
	
	

	8.
	“Two Parsons: John Skinner”
	pages 3-4, “His diary became his confidante, as it was to become his champion…” (near bottom of 3) TO “At last, one morning in December 1829, the Rector took his gun, walked into the beech wood near his home, and shot himself dead.” (end of essay) (41 lines)

	
	
	

	9.
	“Old Mrs. Grey”*
	The WHOLE thing!  (It’s 38 lines.)


*Your contextualization of “Old Mrs. Grey” will have to include references to one or more of the other essays.  I recommend that your analysis of “Old Mrs. Grey” should probably be more like 90% of your paper; contextualization more like 10%.
BASIC PAPER REQUIREMENTS:

· Your paper must be 650-900 words long.  You must include your word count (count the words actually in your paper—ignore your heading and title) at the beginning and/or end of your paper.

· Your paper must be typed, 12 pt. Times or Arial font, 1” margins.

· You must cite all textual evidence with page OR line numbers (depending on whether the essay you’re doing has numbered lines or only numbered pages).

· You must turn in 2 copies of each “part of your paper” (except for “I want this one!!!” and those parts that are supposed to be submitted to the Collaboratory).  

· You may not submit the parts of your paper to me via email.  However, if you have questions or want to run your thesis by me (after peer critique) before turning the parts of your paper in, you may email them to me.

· You have several days to whole weeks to do each part of this paper. 
You may want to pretend the due is early so you can avoid last minute “Oh no! My computer doesn’t work!” moments, and so I will have adequate time to comment on your writing before you need to get started on the next part of your paper.  

PARTS OF YOUR PAPER:
	
	

	due Thurs., 11/4 by 4 pm
	· “I want this one!!!”  Sorry, ladies and gentlemen.  This time around you’re going to have to spread out over the possible passages.  There will only be 3 people allowed on each passage.  So here’s how you work to get the one you want:

· Submit a list of your top 3 choices.  You may not pick 2 passages from the same essay.
· Lobby for each of these passages.  Convince me that you understand the complexity of arguing about each passage.  Show me that you have truly thought about each passage and its complexity.
· If you don’t do this assignment or don’t follow directions, you will definitely get stuck with whatever I give you.

	
	

	due Tues., 11/9 by 7 pm
	· Thesis:  On Friday, 11/5, you will be told which passage is yours.  Write up a thesis on that passage.  Your thesis should inform your audience about which essay and passage you are writing about.  Obviously, your thesis must include a theme and judgment, and it is recommended that you start plotting out the points of your argument (as they lead up to your judgment).  Post this thesis on-line in the Collaboratory portfolio (Virginia Woolf binder) no later than 7 pm, Tuesday, Nov. 9.  LABEL YOUR THESIS “Woolf Paper Thesis.”  Check for the critique of your thesis prior to working on your paper proposal and refine your thesis to make it solid!


	
	

	due Fri., 11/12 by 9 pm
	· Peer critique:  Post a critique of one of your group member’s thesis statements no later than 9 pm, Friday, Nov. 12.  (Part of your “Mentoring” grade.)  (Keep in mind that you don’t have school on Nov. 11 or 12.)

	
	

	must be approved no later than 4 pm, 11/19
	· Paper Proposal:  Complete your paper proposal during the week of 11/12-11/19.  Work must be submitted AND approved no later than 4 pm on Friday, Nov. 19.

	
	

	due 11/19-11/29; must be in no later than 4 pm, 11/29
	· Draft 1:  AFTER your proposal has been approved, write your first draft of your paper.
 

      This draft is due the “week” of 11/19-11/29 (Thanksgiving makes it a longer “week”).  
      This draft must be submitted  no later than 4 pm, Monday, Nov. 29.

	
	

	due 11/29-12/3; must be in no later than 4 pm, 12/3
	· Draft 2:  AFTER getting comments back on draft 1, revise your paper and submit your 
second/final draft.  This draft must show substantial improvement in content.  This draft 
is due the week of 11/29-12/3.  This draft must be submitted no later than 4 pm, Friday, Dec. 3.


�To clarify:  In a commentary, essentially 80% of your analysis should be devoted to the lines in the passage you select for this assignment.





The remaining percent should be devoted to contextualizing the passage both in terms of the basics (i.e., as in “what’s happening in this essay”/“what’s this essay about?”) and in terms of function and meaning.





�“REFERENCING” means ‘making a very brief connection.”  DO NOT ATTEMPT TO PROVE YOUR THESIS ON ONE ESSAY BY ANALYZING ANOTHER.


�“Week” long due dates do not begin the moment you turn in one part of your paper, so don’t get huffy if you turn your paper in late in the week and then get it back right before the next part is due!  Adhere to the due dates listed below!


�If you’re the kind of student who ends up not doing a part of this paper, you should still keep to the schedule.  Don’t allow yourself to get 5 zeros in a row; get your act together and get some work in ON TIME.  A late is a late is a late.





