The Taming of the Shrew
Thesis Statement Assignment and Critique
Part One:  Writing and Submitting Your Thesis Statement

By Friday, 9/24 at 4 pm, you must write and submit a thesis statement for one of the passages from Taming listed below.  You must “submit” this thesis on-line via the Collaboratory e-portfolio (NOT the discussion board); directions appear below.
This thesis will become the basis of your Taming commentary paper which you must submit a proposal for by Monday, October 4 by 4 pm.  (Keep in mind that this proposal must be approved by Ms. Spachman no later than Oct. 4 at 4 pm or you lose the proposal points.)  More extensive details on the proposal and paper will be forthcoming.

Possible passages:
	· Induction 1, lines 29-69

· Induction 2, lines 16-73 (passage should start with: “Am not I Christopher Sly…”)

· 1.1: 1-46

· 1.1: 146-207
	· 1.2: 1-46

· 1.2: 47-114

· 2.1: 1-37

· 4.1: 158-201

· 5.2: 142-186


Directions for submitting to the Collaboratory E-Portfolio:

1. Sign into the Collaboratory as you normally would.  http://collaboratory.nunet.net 

2. Once the Collaboratory loads, locate the yellow “e” button on the left side of your screen.  Click on that.  This will open the e-portfolio.

3. Right now, the e-portfolio should automagically open to The Taming of the Shrew Binder.  (In the future, use the scroll down box at the top of the screen to select the binder you need.)  
4. Locate the folder that belongs to your peer critique group.  (Dan, you appear in 2 groups.)  Click on the folder belonging to your peer group.
5. Once in the folder you should choose to create a new document.  (If the “New Document” button doesn’t show up, click on the “My Documents” tab.)

6. Type in your title following this format:  Thesis—LastName, Date (mm/dd/yy)

7. Click “Save” and in the new window, insert your text.  Type in (or copy/paste) your thesis statement.  PROOFREAD IT.  Then click “Save.”  (Always save!)  
8. ONE MORE THING:  You must change the status of your document to “Shared.”  Used the “Change Status” button and select “Shared.”  Then, click “Save.” After that, you can close your document window.  This is very important because if you don’t make it shared, your peer critic won’t be able to see your document.
9. Now when you view your group’s folder, you should see your thesis document listed.  It is now available to be reviewed by a peer critic.

If you need to edit your thesis because you saw an “oops” in it (spelling error, typo, etc.), you may reopen your document and edit it.

IF YOU SHOULD CHOOSE TO REVISE (that means more than edit) YOUR THESIS PRIOR TO DOING YOUR PROPOSAL, YOU MAY.  However, create a NEW document to put your revised thesis in.  Include the new date (or if it’s the same date as a previous thesis, give it a name like:  Thesis—Spachman, 9/20/04 Take 2).
(over)

Part Two:  Peer Critiquing
By Monday, 9/27 at 4 pm, you must critique one thesis statement written by a peer in your group.  (If you’re in a triad or pentad, nail down with your groupmates ahead of time who will be critiquing who so everyone gets feedback.)  This must be done on-line through the Collaboratory e-portfolio.
Since the thesis you’ll be reading is for a commentary on a scene, your critique should, among other comments you might have, touch on:

· Is the thesis viable (Does it propose an argument that can be supported?)? 
· Is the thesis clearly stated? 

· Does the thesis address a theme and a judgment (even if implicit) of that theme? 

· Does the thesis communicate an argument about how the scene functions within the play as a whole? 

Keep in mind that criticism is meant to be constructive, specific, and thorough, 
not destructive, generalized, and cursory.

Directions for critiquing in the Collaboratory E-Portfolio:

1. Sign into the Collaboratory as you normally would.  http://collaboratory.nunet.net 

2. Once the Collaboratory loads, locate the yellow “e” button on the left side of your screen.  Click on that.  This will open the e-portfolio.

3. Right now, the e-portfolio should automagically open to The Taming of the Shrew Binder.  (In the future, use the scroll down box at the top of the screen to select the binder you need.)  

4. Locate the folder that belongs to your peer critique group.  (Dan, you appear in 2 groups.)  Click on the folder belonging to your peer group.

5. Once in the folder, click on the “Shared Documents” tab.  This will show you all the documents in this folder as submitted by you and your peer(s).

6. Click on the document belonging to the person you will be critiquing for this assignment.

7. Once in the document, click on the “Comment” button (it looks like it has a yellow post-it on it).  Do this again in the new window that opens (again, find the “post-it”), and then click the “Comment” button in the next new window.  (Don’t ask me why they have you go through so many stupid windows.)

8. Type (copy/paste) your critique of the thesis.  (Pretty much no formatting, like returns or underlining or boldface, will show up when your comment eventually gets published, fyi.)  

9. PROOFREAD YOUR COMMENTS by clicking “Preview.”  If everything is golden, click “Save.”  If you need to fix something, click “Cancel” and fix what you need to fix, then “Preview,” then “Save.”
10. If you want to add another comment, knock yourself out.  If you’re done, click “Return” and then “Close.”

If you want to see your critic’s comments:
Login to the Collaboratory, go to the e-portfolio, find your folder, and open up your document.  If your critic has posted comments, there will be a number under the little post-it in the folder contents by your document.  This same post-it will show up when you open your document.  Click the post-it to view any comments.
