IB World Literature

Ms. Spachman

The Taming of the Shrew Paper
NATURE OF THE PAPER:
This paper on Taming is a commentary.  The goal of your paper is to thoroughly analyze the passage you have chosen by analyzing carefully what appears on the page(s) of your passage AND by making thoughtful, contextual connections between your passage and the play as a whole.  I will be asking the following questions about your thesis and/or your argument:

· Is the argument clear?

· Is the argument viable?

· Is the argument leading toward a conclusion about theme and judgment?

· Does the argument include careful contextualization of how the passage functions within the play as a whole?

· Is the argument laid out in a logical, point-by-point sequence?

· Does the argument analyze literary elements (techniques and patterns) rather than defaulting to summarization?
Possible passages:
	· Induction 1, lines 29-69

· Induction 2, lines 16-73 (passage should start with: “Am not I Christopher Sly…”)

· 1.1: 1-46
· 1.1: 146-207
· 1.2: 1-46
	· 1.2: 47-114
· 2.1: 1-37
· 2.1: 280-326 (new addition
· 4.1: 158-201

· 5.2: 142-186 (include Petruchio’s line after Kate’s speech)


BASIC PAPER REQUIREMENTS:

· Your paper must be 650-900 words long.  You must include your word count (count the words actually in your paper—ignore your heading and title) at the end of your paper.

· Your paper must be typed, 12 pt. Times or Arial font, 1” margins.

· You must cite all textual evidence with Act, scene, and line numbers.

· You must turn in 2 copies of each “part of your paper” (as detailed below).  You may want to print a 3rd copy for yourself as a backup.

· You may not submit the parts of your paper to me via email.  However, if you have questions or want to run your thesis by me (after peer critique) before turning the parts of your paper in, you may email them to me.

· Each assignment for this paper is due during a given week.  You may want to pretend the due date is in the early part of every week so I will adequate have time to comment on your writing before you need to get started on the next part of your paper.  

(over)
· Here are the “parts of your paper” and their due dates:

· Thesis:  Write up a thesis on one of the possible passages from Taming (listed below and on your thesis assignment sheet).  Post this thesis on-line in the Collaboratory portfolio by 4 pm, Friday, Sept. 24.  (On-line peer critiques must be completed by 4 pm, Monday, Sept. 27; check for the critique of your thesis prior to working on your paper proposal.)

· Paper Proposal:  Complete your paper proposal during the week of 9/27-10/4.  Work must be submitted AND approved no later than 4 pm on Monday, Oct. 4.

· Draft 1:  AFTER your proposal has been approved, write your first draft of your paper.  This draft is due the week of 10/4-10/12 (Oct. 11 is a holiday).  This draft must be submitted no later than 4 pm, Tuesday, Oct. 12.

· Draft 2:  AFTER getting comments back on draft 1, revise your paper and submit your second draft.  This draft must show substantial improvement in content.  This draft is due the week of 10/12-10/18.  This draft must be submitted no later than 4 pm, Monday, Oct. 18.

· Draft 3:  AFTER getting comments back on draft 2, complete a final revision of your paper, working to completely polish your writing.  This draft is due the week of 10/18-10/25.  This final draft must be submitted no later than 4 pm, Monday, Oct. 25.

