Summer Analysis Assignment for IB Seniors:

Please actively watch at least two films by the same director (see list below).  You will need to watch these films at least twice.  Be prepared to pause, examine, rewind, analyze, and take notes as you go.

Below is a very incomplete list of excellent directors and their films.  I have chosen the directors on this list because their styles are distinctive and because they are widely available in the United States libraries and video stores.  (Wonderful films from Namibia, Poland, Lebanon, and Peru, for example, are not widely distributed in the U.S. and are therefore not on the list below.)  If, however, you would like to analyze the films of a director who is not on this list, please contact me. 

1. Ingmar Bergman (Sweden): Wild Strawberries, The Seventh Seal, Scenes from a Marriage
2. Charles Burnett (U.S.): To Sleep with Anger, The Glass Shield, Nightjohn, Killer of Sheep
3. Joel and Ethan Coen (U.S.): The Big Lebowski, Fargo, Barton Fink, Raising Arizona
4. Terry Gilliam (England, U.S.): Brazil, Twelve Monkeys
5. Jean-Pierre Jeunet (France): The City of Lost Children, Delicatessen, Amelie

6. Krzysztof Kieslowski (Poland, France): Red, White, Blue, The Double Life of Veronique
7. Akira Kurosawa (Japan): Akira Kurosawa's Dreams, Ran, Kagemusha
8. Ang Lee (China): Eat Drink Man Woman, The Wedding Banquet, Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon
9. Spike Lee (U.S.): School Daze, Crooklyn, Do the Right Thing, Clockers
10. Baz Luhrmann (Australia): Strictly Ballroom, Moulin Rouge, William Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet (you must see all three on this list)

11. John Sayles (U.S., Mexico): Limbo, Lone Star, Hombres Armadas
12. Zhang Yimou (China): Shanghai Triad, To Live, Raise the Red Lantern, Ju Dou
Your choice of film #1: __________________________________________

Your choice of film #2: __________________________________________

First, watch to enjoy and respond emotionally to the films.  Then, watch again, and please take notes as you watch.  You will need one full page of notes for each of the following categories:

1. _____Follow the steps to analysis as outlined in class today

2. _____Compare director's choices in ending of each film and the emotional and thematic effects of the ending of the film 

3. _____Compare director's choices of setting in each film and emotional and thematic effects of setting

4. _____Compare director's choices of music in each film and emotional and thematic

effects of music

5. _____Compare director's choices of camera work and lighting in each film and emotional and thematic effects of color and light

6. _____Compare director's choices of an often used concrete object in each film, and the emotional and thematic (a.k.a. symbolic) effects of those objects

7. _____and finally, create a thesis statement that finds a link or shared aspect for both films and discusses technique and judgments of the two films. 

Due Date: NOTES AND THESES DUE on the FIRST DAY of SCHOOL.  If you are not going to be here, make sure to e-mail your assignment to me or give it to a trusted friend to turn in.

