Othello Reading Guide for Act 4 and 5.1
As you read the rest of Act 4 tonight (4.3) and 5.1 of Othello, please work through and answer the following questions.  They will guide your reading.  Be sure to do re-reading when a question asks for it!  It is recommended that you answer the questions as thoroughly as possible.

1. Back at the end of 4.1, Lodovico states, “I am sorry that I am deceived in him” (line 321).  Who is Lodovico talking about and what does he mean by what he said?

2. Re-read the beginning of 4.2:1-25.  Considering that Emilia willingly gave Iago Desdemona’s lost handkerchief, what do you make of Emilia’s defense of Desdemona here?  Is Emilia a sincere character?  (Then go onto question 3.)

3. Othello, who has been inundated with sordid stories and ideas about his wife and Cassio by Iago in the scene preceding 4.2, now takes a moment, seemingly to verify his wife’s infidelity by questioning Emilia.  What does Othello think of Emilia’s testimony (see 4.2:21-25)?  What does this tell you about Othello as a character?

4. After Othello’s rant at Desdemona from 4.2:82-92, Desdemona tries desperately to defend her honor.  If you were in Desdemona’s place here, what would you do?  Would you face your husband and accuser or do something else?  Why?  (By the way, remember some of these lines said by Othello?  We saw John Savage saying them in Brave New World.)

5. How is 4.2:175-179 ironic?

(over)

6. At the end of 4.2, how is Iago setting up to use Rodrigo to help finish his evil plan?  (In other words, what is Iago prompting Rodrigo to do and why?)

7. In 4.3:95-115, what is Emilia’s argument?

8. Re-read 5.1:12-15.  Here Iago tells the audience what?  Then re-read 5.2:15-23.  What decision does Iago make by the end of this passage?  Why?

9. Does Cassio know who stabbed him in his own leg?  How do you know?  Use text from the play to prove yourself.

