Othello Reading Guide for 2.1:1-233
As you read 2.1:1-233of Othello, please work through and answer the following questions.  They will guide your reading.  It is recommended that you answer the questions as thoroughly as possible.

1. Where are the characters at the beginning of Act 2?  What problem did they face getting there?

2. Re-read lines 11-18. What might it mean when the Second Gentleman says that the wind “seems to cast water on the burning Bear” (2.1:14-15).

3. In 2.1, Desdemona and Iago get into an exchange of jokes and word play.  Lines 137-138 seem to reveal Desdemona’s reasons for joking with Iago.  What reason does she have?

4.  Re-read 2.1:199-217.  What is Othello’s attitude toward Desdemona here?  How can you tell?

