Othello Reading Guide for 1.1
(In pretty much all the handouts, etc. you get from now on, you will see things like:  1.1 or 3.3:56-90.  This is not a strange math language; rather it’s a quicker way of indicating a specific part of the text.  DO THIS INSTEAD OF USING PAGE NUMBERS WHEN WORKING WITH A PLAY.  See below for what the numbers mean.)
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As you read 1.1 of Othello, please work through and answer the following questions.  They will guide your reading.  It is recommended that you answer the questions as thoroughly as possible.

1. Whose idea is it, Rodrigo’s or Iago’s, to go see Brabantio?  Give a text reference (a line number or two from this scene) that validates your answer.

2. Re-read 1.1:97-98, “an old black ram is tupping your white ewe,” several times in context (meaning read what’s around it too!).  Consider why Iago describes Othello and Desdemona in this way.  For example, what associations do you have with “ram” and “ewe” and why might Iago want you to have those associations when thinking about Othello and Desdemona?

3. According to Rodrigo, how has Desdemona left/been stolen from home?  (see 1.1:135-141; immediately go onto question 4 when you are done answering)

4. Do you think we can trust Rodrigo about what has happened to Desdemona?  Why or why not?  (Hint:  Use other pieces of text to support your answer.) 

