Discussion Questions/Note Guide covering parts of 1.1 to 2.1:233 of Othello
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1) BACK TO ACT 1

a. Two groups are looking for Othello in Act 1.  Who are they and what do they want?  

b. When these groups come together, Brabantio demands justice for the “theft” of Desdemona.  Initially, what does he think has caused his daughter to end up with Othello? 

c. Look @ Desdemona’s “divided duty” in 1.3:205+

d. What is decided about Desdemona and Othello by the end of Act 1?  

e. What is Brabantio’s warning in 1.3:336+?  How is this moment important to the play?

2) ON TO ACT 2, scene 1
a. Where are the characters in 2.1?  What’s the situation?

b. What is Iago’s attitude toward his wife, Emilia?

c. What’s the point of all the little rhymes/sayings that Iago gives after promptings by Desdemona and Emilia?  

d. How does Cassio act around Desdemona?  Why is Iago so interested in Cassio’s behavior around Desdemona?

e. What is Othello’s attitude toward his wife, Desdemona, at the beginning of Act 2?

