Making a Point-by-Point Argument
The following are examples of point-by-point argument outlines.  Please note that the thesis statements are NOT literary analysis theses; however, no matter what you’re trying to prove, you should be able to break down your argument into steps—What do you need to prove first?  What evidence do you need to prove that point?  What do you need to prove second?  What evidence do you need to prove your second point?  and so on.
The Non-Sarcastic, Non-Bitter Example:

Thesis:  Margaret Chancely killed her husband Charles.

Point #1:  Margaret had a motive to kill Charles.
Evidence:  Margaret and Charles had a terrible fight earlier in the evening before Charles was found dead.

Point #2:  Margaret had opportunity to kill Charles.
Evidence:  Margaret had a 10-minute window between the time she arrived home from the country club and when her friends arrived.  She was alone with Charles during this time.

Point #3:  Margaret used a frying pan to clock Charles over the head.
Evidence:  Charles died of a head wound.  There was a skillet cooking on the stove at 1 am in the morning.  (Further tests would need to be done to check for forensic evidence of Charles’ blood or hairs, etc. on the frying pan.)
Point #4:  Margaret lied about how Charles died.

Evidence:  Margaret said Charles “was coming downstairs for another drink when he slipped and fell.”  The glass Charles was “carrying” is still in his hand, unbroken.  Charles is laying at the bottom of the stairs on his back with his feet on the stairs and his head on the ground.

Conclusion:  All of this adds up to one conclusion:  Margaret murdered Charles.
The Sarcastic, Bitter Example:
Thesis:  Ms. Spachman’s students would get better grades if they read directions and didn’t procrastinate.

Point #1:  Not reading directions leads to sub-standard work.

Evidence:  Students A, B, C, D, E, F, and G all turned in paper proposals that didn’t follow all of the “Writing a Paper Proposal” directions. (quotes used as needed from both the “Writing a Paper Proposal” handout and the students’ work)

Evidence:  Students A, B, C, D, E, F, and G received many comments on their proposals from the teacher and were also required to REDO their work.  (quotes from teacher’s comments regarding students’ lack of following directions specified in the “Writing a Paper Proposal” handout will be used as evidence)

Point #2:  Sub-standard work gets a poor grade.

Evidence:  Students A, B, C, D, E, F, and G all received zeros for their first drafts of their proposals.
Evidence:  Students A, B, C, D, E, F, and G risk getting a lower class grade overall if they don’t adequately REDO the assignment on time.  (evidence from grade book to show how the zero will impact various students’ grades)

Point #3:  Working at the last minute typically leads to lesser grades.

Evidence:  Students H, I, J, K, L, M, and N all turned in paper proposals on the last possible day.  As a result, they had even less time than students A, B, C, D, E, F, and G to fix any problems in their proposals (if they were lucky enough to get them back in time).  A majority of these students were not approved by 4 pm and received zeros on the assignment.
Evidence:  Students A, B, C, D, E, F, and G had to REDO their proposals with very little time left before the approval deadline.  Chances of getting approved under such circumstances are less than 50%.  (Evidence from past years can be used to support this statistic.)  Therefore, 50% (or more) of these students will receive zeros on the assignment.

Point #4 (culminating point of argument to fully-prove thesis):  Students who actually read the directions and don’t procrastinate are more likely to receive better grades than students who don’t.

Evidence:  Students 1 and 2 followed directions (quotes from “Writing a Paper Proposal” and students’ work used as needed).

Evidence:  Students 1 and 2 got approved by Friday morning (2 school days before approval was required).

Evidence:  Students 1 and 2 got 100% on the assignment compared to the 10 students who either did not read directions, procrastinated, or both and received zeros.
This argument may soon be followed by another fascinating treatise entitled:  “How Asking for Help (in a Timely Fashion) Boosts Students’ Scores:  A Case Study in One Teacher’s Class”
