IB World Literature
Sylvia Plath Graffiti Wall

What is the graffiti wall?

It’s that bunch of giant post-it notes smothering the big chalkboard we never use in room 262.
What’s the point of the graffiti wall?

The graffiti wall has three purposes. 

#1 It’s a place where everyone, even those who don’t have easy access to a computer with Internet hook-up, can respond to the Plath poems outside of and across classes.  You’re welcome to come into the room before school, after school, and/or during your lunch period to respond on the “wall,” just as long as you don’t disturb the class that may be going on while you are there.

#2  The graffiti wall is mostly designated to discussion of “theme” in Plath’s poems.  Since our time is so limited in class, most of the time, we’re not really getting to that point.  So, on the “wall,” provide your ideas about themes present in each poem.  Just themes.  Don’t worry about judgment at this point.  (By the way, try to keep your “themes” to one word, big ideas.)  Yay for learning across classes.
#3  The graffiti wall is also a place to vent frustrations with the poems.  Is there a line you don’t get?  A stanza you don’t get?  An idea you think is in a poem but you don’t understand why?  Post your frustrations on the “venting” sheet.  Then, if you’re someone who has solved that line, that stanza, or that idea, you can post your response in the column next to the frustration.  Again, the benefit is that this can happen across classes so we can build our knowledge and understanding beyond the classroom walls.  (There’s some irony there.  See if you get it.)

#4  The graffiti wall, unlike the Collaboratory discussion board, allows us to peruse all the theme ideas for all the poems all at once, rather than having to access each poem individually.  This, in turn, should help us refine our ideas about theme and see links across the poems more clearly.

So, how do I use the wall?

Come into 262 before school, after school, or during you lunch (being careful not to disturb any class that might be in there).  Get a marker out of the top drawer of the black filing cabinet and graffiti away.  If you’re posting theme ideas for a particular poem, write them by the title of that poem and sign you work.  If you’re venting a frustration, post it on the “venting” sheet.  If you have a response to someone’s theme ideas, write a response and draw an arrow between the two.  If you have a response to someone’s vent, write it in the column next to the vent, and if needed, draw an arrow between the two as well.  Always “sign” your work neatly/legibly so I can give you credit.
FYI:  Since this is a school endeavor and it’s in school, appropriate language should be used in your graffiti.
What’s in it for me?

Well, aside from the pure edification of the experience, there is this little thing called “extra credit” involved.  So make sure to clearly sign your contributions.
This extra credit opportunity is good until December 1.  This may be extended, but for now, don’t count on that.
