Deplorable Sin #1:  Comma Splice
(editing symbol = c/s)
Starting 12/1/04, each comma splice error in work you submit for English class (individual work or group work), results in a -3 pt. penalty.

The Comma Splice
 “Comma splice” means that the writer has joined two complete sentences (also known as independent clauses) with only a comma.  Examples in bold:

Today is my birthday,
 tomorrow is my sister’s birthday.  Although we were born on different days, we’re twins.

The god of the sea rose out of the surf, the waves boiling with his anger. He turned toward the ship that had thoughtlessly destroyed.  He sent a giant wave crashing over its crew,
 the men screamed as they washed overboard.
It’s ok,
 I have enough money to buy you dinner too.

The man smiled,
 the grin spread from ear to ear.  “I will tell you the secret of getting home, but it won’t be as easy as you think.  My directions take the form of a riddle,
 see if you can solve it.”
 “Don’t talk back to me,
 get up here and do your homework.  Then, maybe, I’ll let you watch your show!”
I ran,
 I ran like I’d never run before.

The “Trick” to Recognizing Comma Splice
The only “trick” to recognizing comma splice (aside from knowing what a comma looks like), is to know whether the words on each side of the comma each make complete sentences.  To determine this, look for:

· a subject (noun phrase of the sentence that is the subject of the sentence) (CAREFUL!  Sometimes the sentence has an implied “you” as the subject.  Check for this.)

· a main verb (this is the main verb that the subject does in the sentence)

· the rest of the predicate (after the verb) that finishes the thought of the sentence
· WARNING!  Phrases that start with “although,” “when,” “if,” “since,” “because,” “whenever,” and similar words will automatically make the words dependent and not a complete thought because those words make the phrase dependent on another phrase to make total sense

How to Fix a Comma Splice
· The EASIEST fix is simply to replace the comma with a period.  Then capitalize the first letter of the word following the period.

· Another fix is to add a conjunction after the comma.  Conjunctions are:  “and,” “but,” “or,” “so.”

· A final fix is to change the comma to a semi-colon, but to use a semi-colon the two complete sentences you’re separating need to be very connected in their ideas.
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