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What is a “deadly sin,” you ask?

By this point in your career as a student, there are just some things you ought to be able to do in your writing.  Some of these things go across different kinds of writing you do; some of them are particular to the demands of a literature-based class.  In any case, when you do not do these things, you have made a major transgression.  Seven of these major transgressions, or “deadly sins,” appear below.
So what’s so “deadly” about it?  Well, the spirits of the nether-English world might not actually reveal themselves to you in a physical manifestation to smite you for your sins, but your grade in Spachman’s class might take a turn for the worse if you commit one (or more *shock* *horror* *dismay*).  How?  When Ms. Spachman comes across one of these transgressions in your work, she stops reading because the pain in her eyes becomes so bad that blood might as well be spurting from them to soak your paper in a symbolic condemnation of your careless (and/or lazy) writing.  Even if such a transgression happens in the very first line of your work (or even the title!), Spachman will stop, shriek out in pain, and grade you only on what she has read so far.  If that’s only one word, one sentence, or one paragraph of your work, you can imagine that there is no hope for you to receive much more than “slightly better than zero.”  Even if the sin comes near the end of your work, your grade will still take a hit.
The Seven Deadly Sins:
1) Improper use of apostrophes (e.g., not using apostrophes where they are needed in possessives, not knowing the difference between its/it’s, using apostrophes in plurals—like “The dog’s ran around the park.”—etc.)
2) Not using “your” or “you’re” properly.
3) Not including citations for your textual evidence (page #’s, act/scene/line #’s, or just line #’s as appropriate to the text you are writing about; for example, if you are working in one particular passage and most of your evidence is coming from that passage, after ONE mention in your thesis about the page or act/scene, you can just use line numbers).

4) Not properly labeling what kind of text you’re writing about.  (If it’s a play, you must call it a play; a play is not a poem, novel, essay, etc.)
5) Not writing the title of a text properly. (You should be underlining/italicizing titles of books or plays—yes, even in your title—and using quotation marks for poems and essays.)
6) Not properly identifying the author of the text (e.g., saying Shakespeare wrote “The Death of the Moth” is very, very bad), not spelling the author’s name correctly (including proper capitalization), and/or not using proper pronouns for the author (if the author is female = “she/her”; male = “him/his”).
7) Not properly identifying, spelling (including proper capitalization), and/or using proper pronouns for character names. 
Where do the sins count?
Starting now, they count in every paper you turn in including all the “parts” of that paper:  thesis, proposal, and drafts.  (YES, thesis too!)  [Ignorance is not a defense.]
Later they may count in thesis critiques, daily work you turn in, and more.
