	Shared Aspect


	Black Rain
	The Assault

	Function of the Ending


	· Ibuse uses the function of the ending to convey a feeling of hope at the end of the novel.

· He uses imagery of rebirth and growing in order to make the audience feel optimistic about life and to make us feel that even though there are horrible things in this world, such as the bombing of Hiroshima, there is still hope for the future.

· The function of the ending make the audience feel positive and hopeful towards the future and they also make us feel like the characters have accomplish this stage of optimism by overcoming the past and confronting it through the journals.  

-Mayra
· The beginning of Black Rain gives the audience an introduction to the main conflict, Yasuko radiation sickness.

· The beginning and the end are connected because the book begins and ends with the Emperors surrender speech. 
· Black Rain beginning and ending are significant because it connects the whole story line of the book being about the war in Japan and how the people maintained or changed their way of life.

-Sharde
	· Mulisch decides to end the fifth episode in the novel the “last episode” in order to make his audience feel a sense of conclusion or ending to his journey.
· He also unravels the last piece to his search for the truth about the night of the assault. This last piece makes his journey final and he is finally able to overcome the events of that night and give the part of his life closure.
· Furthermore, the ending makes the audience feel accomplished and the shift in POV makes us realize that Anton’s has finally overcome his fear of the past and he is able to go on with his life. This makes us feel joy for him since we sympathize with his character. The ending is also another way for Mulisch to praise the idea of overcoming our past.
-Mayra
· The Assault begins with the murder of police officer Fake which is the event that has a strong impact on Anton’s life. 

· The end of Assault is used to conclude Anton’s process of healing. And then it connects the whole story back to the beginning of why Anton was the one who had to suffer this great tragedy. 
· The Assault’s ending is significant because it adds a twist to the book which throws the audience off with the lizards.
- Sharde

	Militarism 

+ 

Theme of War
	(  This novel takes place in 1945.  It takes a look at the atomic bombing of Hiroshima on August 6, 1945.

(  The military is seen negatively.  And Ibuse [edit: McGinn] condemns military tradition.  This can be seen through the actions that the military takes, which are seen as silly and stupid:

     ( Some of the soldiers wish that they weren’t even born in a state but a country.  (162)

     ( The military is portrayed as foolish because they continue fighting on without end even though they cannot win.

     ( When Shigematsu is being trained to fight, what he does is seen as ridiculous.

**Because military tradition (and the military) is seen negatively, we mock their actions, Ibuse condemns nuclear war.

-Celina

	(  In 1945 (the year the book begins), World War II is going on.  The German army is also occupying the Netherlands (the setting).  

(  In the novel, the military is seen in two different ways:

     ( Inhuman :: In (24-28), the military is seen as demanding and cruel.  They don't have any respect for the Steenwijk’s home.  In (40-41), the Nazi’s aren’t given any quotation marks.

     ( Well-respected, strong, in charge :: In (50-51), the young officers quickly snap to attention when the general comes in.  They also want to light his cigarette when he puts it on his mouth.

**These examples, show how there are two different attitudes toward the military in the novel.  We feel hatred toward the “inhuman” depiction of military, and we venerate the “well-respected, strong, in charge” depiction of the military.  Mulisch would be anti-war because of the “inhuman” depiction of the military and the destruction they entail.
-Celina

	Tragedies 

+

Theme of Dealing with Past
	(  In August 6, 1945, the first atomic bomb ever was dropped in Hiroshima.  Black Rain is a book based on the journals of Shigematsu Shizuma.

(  The main family, the Shizuma’s, are each affected by the atomic bombing:

     ( The bomb is dropped when Shigematsu is at the Kabe-bound train station.  The bomb burns his cheek off.  (37, 46).

     ( Shigeko is at home when the bomb is dropped.  Nothing happens to her except that her hair is burned a little bit.

     ( The greatest damage comes to Yasuko.  She is not even near Hiroshima when the bomb is dropped, yet she is the one that has to suffer from radiation sickness.  Therefore, we feel most sympathetic toward her because of what she has to suffer (no marriage, and radiation sickness).

(  The journals show a way that Shigematsu, Yasuko, and Shigeko all deal with the happenings of August 6th.  This theme, overcoming the past, is shown right away.  The journal’s also serve as a way for them to communicate what they feel.  ALSO:
· They also write of the experiences of others, perhaps allowing them to think of someone else’s tragedy and to be thankful for that their experience was more fortunate. Again, instead of forgetting, they move forward.  (this part from Veronica)
**The tragedy, in this case, is the atomic bombing of Hiroshima.  We feel sympathetic toward the people of Hiroshima because since it was the first time that an atomic bomb was ever dropped, they don't know anything about it so they are ignorant to the situation.  However, the main family finds a way to deal with the even by creating a journal in which they would write what happened and their thoughts.  Ibuse celebrates dealing with the past because it allows you to think about what happened and reflect upon it.  
-Celina

· Symbolism of the Kemponashi Tree – connects with re-birth and growing again, things will be new again, therefore tragedy can be overcome. This tree also symbolizes hope and moving forward. 

· Carp also symbolizes re-birth and hope. In the end of the novel the carps swam away to continue their life journey and so can Shigematsu, it gives him hope even though he knows Yasuko won’t recover, he can still move on and start anew.
· Within the book, there is a continuous pattern of re-growth in plants. Ibuse subtly slip in a little re-growth of flowers here and there to give the hints of moving on, there is still life after this tragedy. The people will live on and rekindle with their old lives, hopefully after dealing with the tragedy; they can gain strength and the determination to survive.
-Joyce

· Iwatake’s journals are an account of radiation sickness that he has already overcome. Showing that it is possible to move on.

· The baby eels are a symbol for moving on or dealing with the tragedy.

· We first see the eels moving against the current, challenged just as Shigematsu and many others have been. The eels are struggling but they have not given up. Likewise, we see Shigematsu and Shigeko battling Yasuko’s illness, but finding journals and medicinal methods to try and encourage Yasuko and not give up hope. 

· After Japan surrenders, we see the eels once again. Actually, we Shigematsu doesn’t see them, meaning that the eels successfully swam upstream and have moved on.
-Veronica 
Shigematsu wants to find out what really happened – what kind of weapon, how different areas and organisms were affected, etc. As the novel goes on, he discovers more and more about the effects, piece-by-piece, on the carps, on certain people, certain places, etc. Again, we condemn war because of the panic and confusion that the war and the tragedy caused. We sympathize with Shigematsu more, however, since he is trying to find out why and what happened, so that help can be found somehow.  (See Kamil’s contribution on this aspect from The Assault as well)
-Kamil

	(  In January 1945, there was a death by Anton’s quay but then the neighbor’s moved the body in front to Anton’s quay.  His brother tried to move it again but this resulted in his family getting killed.  The only one who survived was Anton.  (16-29).

     ( This makes us feel sorry toward Anton because he’s left orphaned.  Also, he is a young boy and he doesn’t quite understand whether his parents and brother are dead, alive, or captured.  

(  Anton, the main character in the novel, isn’t able to deal with what happened in 1945 until 1981 (36 years later).  (175-183).

     ( This makes us sympathetic toward Anton.  His past plagues him throughout his entire life until he meets Karin Korteweg.  He learns about what happened through Karin and he’s able to understand.  

(  In the ending paragraph of the novel, Anton is called “a tall slender man” instead of by his name.  (185).

     ( There is also a shift in mood because before Anton is trying to piece everything together, which provokes a mood of urgency, but then he understands and he’s walking with his son, which creates a peaceful mood.  Because of this peaceful mood, we feel as if a weight has been carried off of Anton’s shoulders since he understands what happened.

**These examples depict three events in Anton’s life:  the tragedy (his family dies), he learns what happened that day, and he is able to understand what happened.  Mulisch glorifies the idea of confronting the past instead of trying to suppress it.
-Celina

* The dices bring Anton attacks because they remind him of his past. The fact that he is not able to deal with it brings many negative outcomes to his life. Those events help to demonstrate the importance of dealing with the past by showing what happens when you do not.
- J. Alfredo

Anton character was used along with other techniques to pass judgment on the idea of tragedy being an obstacle that can shape a person life but must be faced in due time and Anton finally let go when he had all his questions about the past answered.
- Sharde

· Anton in The Assault is the main character; his job is an anesthesiologist – numbing people from their pain, but ironically he can’t seem to numb his own pain from the night of he assault.

· Throughout the book the number six repeats itself. It is a reminder of the night of the assault. It connects with the six shots Anton heard, whenever this would happen, Anton would always think about what happened the night of the assault and he would go into a state of panic. 
· Anton continues to runaway from the night of the tragedy, but the running only drew him closer to the truth of the night he wholeheartedly wants to forget. He runs and runs but the past always catches up to him.
-Joyce

· The dream Anton has with the image of his home before it burned down again shows how Anton is haunted and plagued. He buries the tragedy and refuses to move on with his life.

· The panic attack Anton has in Italy, he is an adult in a second marriage with a second child and has yet to face his past and deal with it. 

· The obsession of Takes with Truus is another case of being stuck in the past. 

· Even after Truus death, Takes continues to find out any information he can about her. He is frustrated and angry when Anton can’t remember something that was said over 20 yrs. ago.

· Anton notes that the basement of Takes’ place is like a memorial to Truus, with a map that has an imprint of her lipstick, her picture and her old gun. 

· Takes is also an alcoholic that can’t take control of his life because he hangs on to his memory of Truus.

· Anton also is held back by the memory of Truus. His marriage to Saskia is based on an image he had of Truus in his imagination. This inability to move on breaks up his marriage

-Veronica

Anton, on the other hand, wants to run away from it, but he finds that he can’t. Throughout the novel, he unwillingly, by circumstance (or maybe destiny?) a small bit of info about that night until finally, at the end, his accidental “search” for information yields the ultimate truth about why his family died and has all the pieces of the puzzle. We condemn war again because Anton had to go through that trauma and was haunted by it for life. On the other hand, we, or at least I, don’t sympathize with him as much as I do with Shigematsu, and I see Anton as more of a coward who gets info not because he searches but because it “searches” him.
- Kamil

	Link: Boys are psychologically/physically  hurt
	* In Black Rain there is one instance where a boy is abandoned, and this event is witnessed by Shigematsu. The boy runs after a woman, even though she is not his mother.

* In another instance, an infant is crushed by a wave of people.

* Their physical/psychological hurt creates a mood sympathy towards them.
-J. Alfredo

· In Black Rain, the imagery of radiation sickness, this imagery is used especially on children. Anytime when something bad happens to a child we feel extremely strong about it. We sympathize for these children who are innocent, defenseless victims
-Joyce


	* Anton himself is really the only child we see throughout the beginning of the book. We feel sympathetic towards the fact that his family is taken away from him so savagely, and we in a sense like him as a child.

* The fact that hours after the incident he seems to not be worried about his parents all too much is somewhat bothersome, and makes the audience confused at his easiness.

* His psychological damage is later witnessed in the novel due to the fact that his family’s untimely death scarred him for life. 
- J. Alfredo

	In both novels characters hold on to a symbol of the past
	· In Black Rain, Ibuse uses the journals and Shigeko’s, Shigematsu’s, and Yasuko’s perspective as a symbol of the events that have happened after the U.S.A. bombed Nagasaki and Hiroshima.  These journals are utilized as a way of coping with the past events and symbolize a bright future.
-Eric
	· In The Assault, Mulisch uses Anton, the only character to survive in his family, and the die from the board game as a symbolic reference to the past.  This die causes Anton to have very unusual episodes about his past.  I also think that Mulisch is condemning holding onto the past, and thinks you should move on to the future, not backtrack into the past.  
-Eric

	Symbolism of light and dark colors:
Opposite meanings
	· Shigematsu sees a dark or deep purple flower and finds it beautiful, perhaps even comforting. 

· When sighting a white rainbow, it is viewed as a bad omen. 

· Opposite of western culture we view lightness as something pure and good, and dark colors as evidence of evil or sometimes villainy.
-Veronica
	· When Anton and Truus are in the dark they both eventually find themselves insecure and scared. 

· It is not until morning or when the light is turned on that they feel better.

· Truus tells Anton that the dark is hate, the hate that the fascists have. 

· When Truus begins to speak of light, she thinks of the beach and summer, things to make them cheer up. She also says that light is love. 

· There is also the white streaks that flash around Truus’ head in the photo, sounding or making her appear angelic. 

· At the funeral, the adults all wear black, which is the heat makes them uncomfortable. Sandra, Anton’s daughter is wearing white, emphasizing her youth and innocence, while not attracting the sun’s rays. 
-Veronica

	Technique of the repetition and imagery of white
	With the imagery of the colorless rainbow, it’s a bad thing because it’s a sign of hopelessness, since it seems like things won’t change and will not get better. It’s also a part of the actual bombing, since it’s described as a blinding white flash in the novel. In addition, white is also a cliché “flag of surrender”, and Japan did surrender within days. Shigematsu is the primary character who is a victim of the bombing and it is through his eyes that we see the white flash and the white rainbow, and he cries when the Emperor surrenders. Since we sympathize with Shigematsu through his trials and tribulations, condemn the war.
-Kamil
	It’s always a part of the house Carefree – with the image of the candle burning in the middle of the room in a white flame – and of the memory of that night, with the dream. White can be considered a serene color, and in Anton dreams it seems peaceful, serene. At the end, when he finally finds out the whole truth about the events of that night, Anton is finally at peace with it and comes to terms with it. Since Anton was also a victim of war and it haunts him throughout his life, we again condemn war.
-Kamil


