
There’s a new Brand of Handmaid strolling along a tulip-lined Plath…
A Quickie Commentary Paper
NATURE OF THE PAPER:
This paper is a commentary.  It will be on a passage from The Handmaid’s Tale or one of the Plath or Brand poems.  The goal of your paper is to thoroughly analyze the passage or poem you choose by analyzing carefully what appears on the page AND by making thoughtful, contextual connections.  If you choose Handmaid’s, these “contextual connections” should be between your passage and the novel as a whole; if you choose a Plath or Brand poem, you will need to link your poem, briefly, to other work by the same poet in order to contextualize.
I will be asking the following questions about your argument:

· Has the student selected one of the possible passages/poems listed below? (These are the only ones available.)

· Is the argument clear?

· Is the argument viable?

· Is the argument leading toward a conclusion about theme and judgment?

· Does the argument include careful (but not too much) contextualization?  (Keep in mind that a commentary should primarily focus on the passage/poem you selected… about 80%—or more!—of your paper should be written about your particular passage/poem)
· Is the argument laid out in a logical, point-by-point sequence?

· Does the argument analyze literary elements (techniques and patterns) IN THE PASSAGE/POEM rather than defaulting to summarization or spending too much time outside the passage?
Possible Handmaid’s passages:  

(all passages were addressed to some extent in class; refer to copied passages to know where passages start and stop)

	· Opening passage: pp. 3-4

· Angel scarves: 12-13

· Janine’s show of pregnancy: 26-27

· The Wall: pp. 32-33

· Mother in the park—memory:  pp. 38-39

· Serena Joy: pp. 45-46

· Doctor: pp. 60-61

· Serena Joy’s sitting room:  pp. 80+82

· “I want to steal something:” pp. 98-99
	· “Reconstruction:” pp. 134-135

· Moira escapes: pp. 132-133

· Scrabble: pp. 139-140

· Better never means better for everyone: pp. 210-211

· The Nazi mistress: pp. 145-146

· Moira @ Jezebel’s: pp. 249-250

· Visiting Nick, v. 2.0: pp. 262-263

· Final passage: pp. 294-295


The Plath Poems:

(all poems were addressed in class)

	· “Two Sisters of Persephone”

· “Spider”

· “Stillborn”

· “Tulips”

· “Burning the Letters”
	· “Mirror”

· “Cut”

· “Lady Lazarus”

· “Edge”


The Brand Poems:

(all poems were addressed in class)

	· “October 19th, 1983”

· “October 25th, 1983”

· “Old Pictures of the New World”
	· “Return I”

· “Return II”

· “Blues Spiritual for Mammy Prater”


BASIC PAPER REQUIREMENTS:

· Your paper must be 650-900 words long.  You must include your word count (count the words actually in your paper—ignore your heading and title) at the beginning and/or end of your paper.

· Your paper must be typed, 12 pt. Times or Arial font, 1” margins.

· You must cite all textual evidence with line numbers.
· You must turn in 2 copies of each “part of your paper.”
· You may not submit the parts of your paper to me via email.  However, if you have questions or want to run your thesis by me (after peer critique) before turning the parts of your paper in, you may email them to me.

· You have several days to whole weeks to do each part of this paper. You may want to pretend the due is early so you can avoid last minute “Oh no! My computer doesn’t work!” moments, and so I will have adequate time to comment on your writing before you need to get started on the next part of your paper.  

PARTS OF YOUR PAPER:
	due no later than 7 pm, 2/14 on the Collaboratory
	· Thesis Statement   *
Ok, you have two options:

#1  If you’re planning on using one of the same texts you used for the Handmaid’s/ Plath thesis posting awhile back, REVISE the HT/Plath thesis you already posted to the Collaboratory.  If you choose this your thesis must be substantially improved and reposted as a new document on the Collaboratory.  LABEL this document as a “REVISION.”  Make sure you make the document “SHARED.”
#2  Choose a new text that you didn’t post a thesis on already, write a full thesis statement that shows the process of your thinking as well as your judgment statement, and post it on the Collaboratory.  LABEL this document as a “NEW” thesis.  Make sure you make the document “SHARED.”


	
	

	due no later than 7 pm, 2/16 on the Collaboratory
	· Peer Critique 
You should pretty much know how this works by now.  Pick one peer from your group, critique his/her thesis statement (find out ahead of time which binder—HT, Plath, or Brand—your peer’s new thesis is in and make sure the document has a February date or else you’ll be critiquing an old thesis).

Extra credit is available up to 2 extra critiques.


	
	

	must be approved no later than 4 pm, 2/22
	· Paper Proposal:  
       Complete your paper proposal during the “week” of 2/9-2/21.  Work must be 
       submitted AND approved no later than 4 pm on Tuesday, 2/22. *


	
	

	due 2/22-2/28; must be in no later than 4 pm, 2/28
	· Draft (yes, that’s right, it’s the only draft): 
      AFTER your proposal has been approved, write your first draft of your paper. 




* If you’re the kind of student who ends up not doing a part of this paper, you should still keep to the schedule.  Don’t allow yourself to get zeros in a row; get your act together and get some work in ON TIME.  A late is a late is a late.
